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of centuries later.   According to Dr. Keith, they probably
belonged to the Dardic branch of the Indian race.
Ill
For hundred years, Gujarata formed part of the Gupta
Empire. The Gupta period was the golden age of Indian
history. Samudragupta, Candragupta II, the Vikramaditya
of romance, Kumaragupta and Skandagupta were
great, not only as conquerors and statesmen, but as
patrons of all cultural activities. Their strong and just
administration, more than their conquests, brought about
the political consolidation of India north of the Narmada.
Their learning and ideals stimulated the growth and deve-
lopment of culture.
In the Gupta period, the old Aryan myths, known all
over  the  country,  were  edited and compiled in works
which have since become classic.   The   MahabMlrata was
edited,  and Puranas like the  Vdyu, the Harivam'a, the
Matsya and the Mftrkandeya were composed. The study of
law and ritual, science and philosophy, ethics and religion
received great impetus. The old literature on these subjects
was   revised,   in   some   cases,    standardised;   Manu,
Ynjnavalkya and other law texts were revised or composed;
astronomy, mathematics and medicine were assiduously
cultivated;   and   architecture,   sculpture   and   painting
reached  a  high level  of artistic expression.  Samskrta,
already the medium of intercourse for the cultured in the
whole country, became the great unifying agency; the
vehicle, the source, and the inspiration of culture in its
manifold aspects; and the symbol of. Aryan unity. Literary
expression, too, reached its climax in the kcivyas, epics^
and the  natakas,  dramas.   Kalidasa, one of the world's
great literary artists, lived, as is now accepted by many
eminent authorities, at the court of Candragupta II, Vikra-
maditya ; and his Raghuvahsfa, Meghaduta, and Sfikuntala
were accepted in India as specimens of literary art in its
most perfect form.   The worship of Vishnu became the
state religion, and the Brahmanical view of Aryan culture,
the dominant note in the nation's life.   During the period
seats of learning were lavishly endowed.   So far, racial

